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Red Cross Offers Safety Tips for Halloween

[SPOKANE] WASHINGTON, Thursday, Oct 24, 2008. --It's almost Halloween time! With witches, goblins, and
super-heroes descending on neighborhoods in our community, the American Red Cross Inland Northwest Chapter
offers parents safety tips to help prepare their children for a safe and enjoyable trick-or-treat holiday.

Halloween should be filled with surprise and enjoyment, and following some common sense practices can keep
events safer and more fun.

The following simple guidelines can help keep families safe this Halloween:

Look both ways before crossing the street to check for cars, trucks, and low-flying brooms.
Cross the street only at corners.

Don't hide or cross the street between parked cars.

Wear light-colored or reflective-type clothing so you are more visible. (And remember
to put reflective tape on bikes, skateboards, and brooms, too!)

Plan your route and share it with your family. If possible, have an adult go with you.
Carry a flashlight to light your way.

Keep away from open fires and candles. (Costumes can be extremely flammable.)
Visit homes that have the porch light on.

Accept your treats at the door and never go into a stranger's house.

Use face paint rather than masks or things that will cover your eyes.

Be cautious of animals and strangers.

Have a grown-up inspect your treats before eating. And don't eat candy if the
package is already opened. Small, hard pieces of candy are a choking hazard for
young children.
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The American Red Cross is a non-profit, humanitarian agency dedicated to helping make families and communities
safer at home and around the world. For more information, visit www.spokaneredcross.org or call 509-326-3330.

All American Red Cross disaster assistance is free, made possible by voluntary donations of time and money from the
American people. You can help the victims of thousands of disasters across the country each year, disasters like the
Hurricanes of 2008, by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, which enables the Red Cross to
provide shelter, food, counseling and other assistance to victims of disaster. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If
you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster please do so at the time of your donation. Call 1-800-REDCROSS or
1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or
to the American Red Cross, P. O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by
visiting www.redcross.org.
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